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Darnall Carnival &
The Baishaki Mela 
This year’s Darnall Carnival
attracted around 5,000 visitors
during the course of a very sunny
Saturday afternoon. The event
took place back-to-back with the
annual Baishaki Mela, a regional
event celebrating Bengali culture,
which attracted about 10,000
visitors from across Yorkshire, the
Humber and the East Midlands on
the following day. 

The
pictures
show a
little girl
crossing
High
Hazels Park in front of some of the
carnival attractions, and strollers
in the summer sunshine enjoying
the Carnival atmosphere. 

Councillors Fund
Community Work
The East Area Assembly and our local
councillors, Harry Harpham. Mazher Iqbal and
Mary Lea, have provided an extra £34,000
for community work in Darnall until March
next year. This will help to pay for:
� more work with young people, especially
by volunteers

� more trees and flowers instead of derelict
land as part of Darnall in Bloom

� essential feasibility work for the
refurbishment of the Staniforth
Neighbourhood Centre

� and more local consultation with the
community by our councillors

� and the publication of the Darnall Herald.

There will be three local consultation
meetings where you, the residents of Darnall,
will be asked about the things that matter to
you about our area. The meetings will cover
issues such as health care in Darnall, the
proposed redevelopment of Darnall Centre,
the recent closure of the post office, and
other important concerns.

The first meeting will be held at Living
Waters, 81 Main Road, (next-door to the
former Industry public house) on Wednesday

30 September and will start at 6.30pm. This
meeting will pick up where the extremely
popular Area Panel meetings left off when
they came to an end in March. The LIFT
(Local Initiative Finance Trust) Project – to
proivde a new health centre – will be on the
agenda of this meeting. (See page 2 for more
news about this.)

You can also make your feelings known
about anything in this newsletter, or any
other concerns that you have about Darnall,
Attercliffe and Acres Hill, by emailing
neil@darnall.org.uk or visiting the Darnall
Forum community blog (http://darnallforum.
blogspot.com) and leaving a message. 

news
Blooming Gardens
Our judging panel (Councilor Mary Lea, Paul Cambell, and
Sarah Pilkington) along with support from Darnall Forum
Team and Raheel Baig (Streetforce) would like to
congratulate our Darnall in Bloom Gardening Competition
2009 WINNERS!!! There were 2 prizes, one for a private
housing garden and one for a non-private housing garden.  

If you’ve missed out in this year’s gardening competition then please
be more prepared to show off your Blooming Gardens next year! 

Our winner,
Sheila Yorke

(in white)

Wildflowers planted at the Children’s Centre 
as part of the Darnall in Bloom initiative,

managed by Darnall Forum

Darnall in bloom …

Consultation Meeting Agenda
� Darnall LIFT health centre
� Funding for ‘Green’ issues
� Small Highways 
� ‘Bring out Your Rubbish’
� Community Chest Fund
� Public Questions
� Future agenda items



Exciting plans for a state-of-the-art Health
Centre on Main Road are have been
announced, and on 13th August a three
month consultation process began to get the
project underway. 

The plans can be viewed in various
locations, including Darnall Well Being
opposite Wilkinsons’ on Main Road. The
plan’s show the ambition of NHS Sheffield,
Community 1st Sheffield and Darnall
Community Health to offer a wider range of
health services to local people in a landmark
building, which we hope will be welcomed
by Darnall residents.

It is anticipated that construction of the new
building will commence early in 2010 and
the new Health Centre will open to the
public in the Spring of 2011.

� If you would like further information or
have any comments, please contact
Chris Watson, Patient and Public
Involvement/PALS Manager at NHS
Sheffield 0114 305 1368 or email
chris.watson@
sheffieldpct.nhs.uk.

The LIFT Project will be discussed
at the next public consultation
meeting with your local
councillors, which will start at
6.30pm on Wednesday 30
September in the Living
Waters Centre, 81 Main Road.
(Please see the front page for
more information about this
meeting.)

Plans for New Health Centre in Darnall

The plans and questionnaire will be
available to view at the following
locations:

� Mather Road Pavilion on 14
September at 3.00-5.30pm

� Darnall Well Being Office on
Mondays and Thursdays from 10am
’til 1pm, until mid November 

� SUG TARA Office, Greenlands Court
on Mondays and Wednesdays 

� Darnall Library and Darnall
Children’s Centre during normal
opening hours. 



Come along to
the allotment
If you enjoy being
outdoors, why not
come and spend some
time at Darnall Well
Being Allotment, at
the top of High Hazels
Park. 

It’s a great way to get
some exercise and
relax.  All abilities
welcome, just pop
along any time
between 11am and
6pm on Tuesdays, when our Allotment Co-ordinator, Richard,
will be on hand to advise you and your family what to do.  

The best bit – everyone can
take home fresh fruit and
vegetables, saving money on
your food bill!  

� To arrange a visit, call Lucy
or Alexis on 0114 249 6315.

Warmer Darnall
As winter approaches you may be worried about trying
to keep your house warm and your energy bills
affordable. If so, then why not sign up for a free home
energy assessment. NHS Sheffield in conjunction with
South Yorkshire Energy Centre are running a scheme
called ‘Warmer Darnall’; where they will do an
assessment on your home, advise you how you can make
energy savings and signpost you to schemes to help you
make changes. This scheme will not only help make your
home more energy efficient; it will also help you save
money.

�� If you would like a free home assessment or further
information on the Warmer Darnall scheme then
please phone Alexis Kilgarriff (NHS Sheffield) on
0114 305 1486 or email alexis.kilgarriff
@sheffieldpct.nhs.uk

Introduction to Community
Development and Health Course
� Do you want to improve the health and well being of
you and your family?

� Do you want to get involved in local activities and
make a positive difference in your community?

� Would you like to develop new skills to help you access
volunteering or paid employment opportunities?

If yes, then you may be interested in taking part in our free, 15-week
course, which is accredited through the Open College Network. Child
care is provided and no special skills or qualifications are needed, just
enthusiasm! 

�� For more information or to book a place on our Taster Day (Friday
25th September), please phone Lucy on 249 6315 or email
darnallwellbeing@rocketmail.com

Active Friends
– Moving,
Motivating and
Enjoying Life
Over 50 and wanting
to become more
active? Then Active
Friends is for you!  

The phrase ‘two is company’ is certainly the case when doing
activities be it walking to the shops or starting a new fitness class.
Active Friends provides people with a ‘buddy’ who can encourage and
support someone to become more active. For example Active Friend,
Mike (pictured above) has given one local gentleman support to help
him go to the gym regularly. The scheme is open to anyone over-50,
who is independently mobile. 

�� If you are interested in the scheme yourself or know someone who
could benefit, then call Lucy on 249 6315.

Social Prescribing
Many of us wish to do more with our lives but don’t always know
how to make the change. You may want to do more exercise, improve
your skills, volunteer or get information on local support services. 

Whatever you would like to do, Social Prescribing can help. 

It is a free and confidential, 1:1 support scheme which helps build
your confidence and signpost you to new opportunities.  

�� To access the scheme or refer someone you know, call Darnall Well
Being on 249 6315.

Darnall Well Being news

Mike Edwards – Active Friend



New Faces around Darnall
We have three new members of staff who joined us in July as Family Support Workers for
Darnall. Based at the Childrens Centre and Family Development Project, they are: 

Cat Sullivan (full-time),  Abbi Dawes and Janet Dowd (part-time job share)

We are planning lots of interesting courses and classes for Darnall parents,
babies and young children, including baby yoga, adult yoga, baby massage,
ladies pamper, baby and children emergency first aid, play and learn and much
more. 

Baby Yoga Adult Yoga Makaton Sign Language

Parents Magazine Group Baby Massage Baby & Children Emergency First Aid

Ladies Pamper Day Play to Learn, Learn to Play

� For more information about the above or if you have any issues that may be affecting your
family please contact Cat, Abbi and Janet on 0114 242 3510 or 0114 244 8497.
Alternatively why not pop in to the Childrens Centre on Staniforth Road?

Keeping
the Peace
Your local Safer Neighbourhood Team
(SNT) led by Inspector Tony Dobson
have been focusing on anti-social
behaviour and reducing burglary over
the summer.  

Inspector Dobson explained, ‘In the
summer months we know that the risk
of anti-social behaviour increases due
to the school holidays.  

‘We have been running a number of
operations over the summer to
address this, for example, Operation
Kase was conducted in the first week
of the holidays.

‘Patrols were done by SNT officers
together with colleagues from other
agencies. Four young people were
arrested for drugs and public order
offences. We also found that five local
licensed premises sold alcohol to
people under 18 years of age and
those responsible for the sale were
given £80 penalty tickets. 

‘To prevent house burglaries we are
supplying free packs of alarms and
other equipment to make people safer
in their homes.

‘These are currently available to
anyone living in Darnall over the age
of 60 and other vulnerable people
such as the disabled.  

‘You can contact the SNT on 0114
252 3995 to request a pack or to
leave information for the team.’

Police And
Communities Together
– PACT – Meetings

�� Greenlands Community
Room, 17 September
5.45pm

�� Friends of Mather Road,
Mather Road Pavillion, 
6 October 6pm

�� Tinsley Methodist
Church, 24 September
7pm 

Holiday Club
at Church of Christ

For one week 10am to 3pm of the school holiday’s we held another very
successful Holiday Club for Darnall children 5 to 11 years of age. 

Once again we
were over
subscribed. We had
90 children
attending and
another 25–30 on a
waiting list. (What
does that tell us?) 

The holiday Club
would not happen
if it weren’t for the
volunteers who
give up their very
valuable time, even
taking holiday’s
from their own work
to come and be
involved at the Holiday Club Wow! 

Thank you to all this years volunteers.

This years theme was ‘Detectives’ the children
had to solve many clues including who had

stolen PC Hancock’s watch…

Future Events
Tuesday 27th October (1/2 Term)   
Blackpool Illuminations Trip (late Return)

Saturday 31st October                    
Trip to Matlock Illuminations



Maggie Harrison was a health visitor at
Darnall Community Health for many
years and was a kindly but persistent
local champion adding her voice in
support of the children’s and families
needs.  

When Maggie decided to retire as a
health visitor she
continued to care

about the children and families in Darnall and
returned to volunteer at Darnall Community
Nursery to read with the children before stepping
into the role of Darnall Children’s Centre
receptionist for a few months last summer.  As the
first face at the Centre and understanding the

importance of making people feel part of the community Maggie
learnt to greet every child and parent in their home language, not an
easy task, as we have 22 different nationalities but one of the
enduring memories of those who worked with and knew Maggie is
that she cared enough to make the extra effort.  

We will miss her concern and her kindness but feel we were lucky to
have known her and are better people because of it. The Nursery has
decided to make a ‘memories and thoughts of Maggie’ book to give
to Glynis and Maggie’s family and if you would like to add a few
words we have cards available at the Children’s Centre. 

Congratulations
to Darnall
Community
Nursery
At their recent Ofsted childcare
inspection, Darnall Community Nursery
received a judgment of ‘outstanding’ in
all areas.  

The Nursery is one of only 2% in the
UK to have achieved this accolade and
as a charity managed by a volunteer
Management Committee Darnall
Community Nursery is a shining
example of a community providing
services to meet its needs.  

Claire Ward, Nursery Manager since
2001, said, ‘I am thrilled the nursery
has been recognised as an outstanding
childcare provision. We make sure we
listen to the children and follow their
lead so they can experiment and
learn.’ 

To see a copy of the Ofsted report visit
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxcare_reports/

display/(id)/243621 

Important information about swine flu
How can I protect myself and others?

The best thing you can do to protect yourself is to follow good hygiene
practices:

� Always carry tissues. 
� Use clean tissues to cover your mouth and nose when you cough and

sneeze. 
� Bin the tissues after one use. 
� Wash your hands with soap and hot water or a sanitiser gel often.
There’s a simple way to remember this: CATCH IT, BIN IT, KILL IT.

If you think you have swine flu either: 

For information: 
� go on-line and check your symptoms on www.nhs.uk, call NHS Direct (0845

4647) or call the Swine Flu Information line on 0800 1 513 513

For diagnosis:
� go on-line on www.direct.gov.uk/pandemicflu or call the National Pandemic Flu

Service on 0800 1 513 100 or 0800 1 513 200 (Textphone)

DO NOT visit your GP surgery or go into hospitals as this may spread germs to
others.

At risk groups (pregnant women, young children aged under 1, and those with
long-term conditions) are still advised to call your GP directly if you are
concerned. 

What are the symptoms?

If you have a high temperature (over 38°C) and have two of the following
symptoms: unusual tiredness, headache, runny nose, sore throat, shortness
of breath or cough, loss of appetite, aching muscles, diarrhoea or vomiting,
you may have swine flu.

Unless you have flu-like symptoms or are being tested for swine flu, there is no
need to stop normal everyday activities such as going to work or school.

National Flu Service: 0800 151 3100  
www.direct.gov.uk/pandemicflu
Swine Flu Line: 0800 1 513 513

www.nhs.uk  NHS Choices
NHS Direct: 0845 46 47
www.sheffield.nhs.uk

Goodbye Maggie

Maggie will be missed by all at 
Darnall Children’s Centre



Park Improvements
Coming This Winter
Darnall Community Park and Phillimore Park will be undergoing
exciting transformations this winter when new play equipment is
installed and new landscaping is created.

Between December 2009 and May 2010 there will be construction
sites in both parks. Some paths
will be closed and there will be
safety barriers in place, but
both parks will still be open
for enjoyment.

Darnall Community Park will
have new swings, a
roundabout, slide and
climbing boulder. Phillimore Park will have new
swings, a new games court, a roundabout and a
zip wire. 

The Darnall Green Spaces Regeneration Project
would very much like to hear from you. Please
call them on 0114 244 6548, pop into their
office in High Hazels Park, or e-mail
sarah.pilkington@sheffield.gov.uk

Friends of Mather
Community Park

Are you interested in creating a quality 
park on Mather Road? 

The new Friends of Mather Community Park is asking for more
local people to get involved. Their next meeting is on 5th

October, 6pm- 7.30pm at Mather Road Top Pavilion.
If you would like to find out what’s happening in
your local park and pavilion please come along and
join us then.

The new plans for Darnall Health Centre will be on
display at the Mather Road Pavilion, from 3.00-
5.30pm on Monday 14th September. 

There will also be information about Darnall Well
Being activities including an
opportunity to find out more
about the Community
Development and Health Course
and the Darnall Community
Allotment, Health Champions and
Stop Smoking.

Local Lads Bike Ride For Park
On Saturday August 8th, the Friends of High Hazels Park held a sponsored bike
ride from High Hazels to Rother Valley Country Park. 

The participants included these local lads who raised over £65. 

It was a beautiful day and everyone enjoyed the route along the Trans Pennine
Trail. Well done to everyone involved!

� The Friends of High Hazels Park are a registered charity. For more
information call 0114 244 6548, or pop into the office in the Park.

Galeed House Open Day
on Saturday October 3rd

To celebrate our 8th Anniversary

75 Nidd Road, Darnall, S9 3BB
0114 2444832

Programme for the day 
Starting at 12.30 and including a buffet
� a bring and buy table
� artefacts and food from around the world 
� henna art and, at 2pm 
� a free bouncy castle 
� face painting and craft activity. 
The Fire Service and South Yorkshire police will also be
there and you can “bring and share” food from 4.30pm

Darnall and Tinsley 
Learner Support Fund

What’s stopping you
from learning new skills?
Darnall Forum has some money to help people from
Darnall and Tinsley to undertake training. We can pay
up to £200 towards costs for things like:

course fees; childcare; materials; transport;
specialist equipment; learning support;
accreditation; and educational visits.

If you are 19 or over and live in Darnall or Tinsley and
need help with the costs of training contact Shabana
or Nazia on 0114 249 0099 for more information.



Hajj course for ladies
Going for Hajj THIS YEAR? or you would like to know more
about performing Hajj! Here is your chance to discuss and
find out more about Hajj.
Start Date: Thursday 1st October

Womens Conversation Club
Meet and make new friends, gain more confidence in
speaking English filled with fun and practical activities.
Start Date: Friday 2nd October

Advanced Make-up Course
Application of make-up including blending eye shadows,
foundation, concealers and makeup brushes. 
Experience Evening/Daytime/Party/Wedding makeup!!!
Start Date: Monday 5th October

Advanced Health and Beauty
(36 weeks evening class 5.30-7.30pm)
Application of make up including blending eye shadows,
foundation, concealers and makeup brushes. 
Experience Evening/Daytime/Party/Wedding makeup!!!
Start Date: TBC

Arabic course
Learn how to speak and write Arabic.
Start Date: Tuesday 6th October

Swimming
Would you like to learn how to swim. 
Start Date: (Men only) 8th October

(Women only) 7th October

Hairstyling
Take this opportunity to learn how to style your own hair .
Start Date: TBC

Islam, the Environment and
Social responsibility 
This is an 8 week programme of discussions looking 
‘At the role Islam has in addressing Environmental and social
factors that are contributing to the pace and state of change
on Planet Earth.’
Start Date: Monday 12th October

Art Class
Have interest in Drawing or any sort of Art well then here is
your chance to come play with colours.
Start Date: Oct/Nov/Dec

Bollywood Dance
Here is your chance to get fit and join in the fun with by
taking part in the Bollywood Dance (Bollywood, Bhangra).
Dates: Oct/Nov/Dec

Coffee Morning
Come in and join us when you drop your children off at
Greenlands Junior school and get involved in fun activities
(healthy eating, pampering and jewellery making)
Start Date: 7th Oct, 4th Nov, 2nd Dec 

All courses 
sponsored by

Books in your language, now free to
borrow from Darnall Library.

We have books in,
Arabic  Bengali  English

Farsi  Pashto  Polish
Slovak  Somali  Urdu

visit 
www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries 

for more information

Courses at Darnall Forum

If you would like to attend one of these courses or require any further information then please contact
Shabana or Nazia on 0114 249 0099 or pop into the office at 245 Main Road, Darnall, Sheffield, S9 4QD.
(The old Rose and Crown pub)



Praise or problem?
Let us know about it
Is there anything you want to tell us about, good or bad? If you
want to let us know about something we have done well, or
something good happening in Darnall, or if there is an issue that
we need to act on, you can let us know in confidence.

Name:

Address:

Comments:

Please drop this slip in to Darnall Forum or post it to Darnall Forum,
245 Main Road, Sheffield S9 4QD or call us on 249 0099.

funded
by

What’s your name?

Do you live around here? �� Yes  �� No

Have you been to the Carnival before?  �� Yes  �� No

How many times?

Did you have a good day at the Carnival this year?
�� Yes  �� No

What did you like the most at the Carnival this year?

What did you least like about the Carnival this year?

How can we improve the event and make it even better
next year?

Would you like to volunteer at the Darnall Carnival 2010?
(if so please leave your contact details at the bottom of
the form when returning this to the office)  
�� Yes  �� No

Finally, what do you like most about Darnall and if you
could, what would you change about Darnall?

Carnival

Please complete and return this questionnaire to the
Darnall Forum Office

�


